SCOTTISH   POLICY

xxix.To THE GOVERNOR-AND COUNCIL OF SCOTLAND

[Dec. 20, 1546.]

MY LORDS, we greet you well.    And having perceived by the
ambassadors lately arrived here, by your advices in the name of
our dear cousin your mistress, the desire which you have to be
reconciled in friendship and amity unto us; albeit you have here-
tofore on her behalf and in her name confirmed by the Great
Seal of that realm, and with the assent of the Parliament, passed
certain covenants with us, which were not accomplished accord-
ing to your promises, whereby we have good cause to refuse
to treat no more with you in her affairs; yet, being of our
own disposition given to peace and tranquillity, when we may
enjoy the same with honour, and be not provoked to the
contrary, we could be contented to give ear to such offers as with
honour and of reason were to be accepted, so as ye would give
to the world to understand by deeds that ye are no less desirous
of our love and friendship, than often times you have showed
yourselves to be by words.    And for the first degree thereunto,
if you can be contented to withdraw the siege which you have
laid to the casde of Saint Andrews, for our sake and at the con-
templation of our request, until the matter of displeasure against
them within were further debated, we would take it for a token
of love and kindness towards us, and the rather think you
esteemed somewhat the more our friendship, wherein we pray you
to satisfy our desire. For having found the gentlemen within the
same ever ready and glad to advance to the best of their powers the
matter of marriage between our dearest son the Prince and your
mistress, we have born them therefore our favour, and made
them promise to help them in their necessities, whereof as they
have need, being thus straighdy put at by you without desert, all
things weighed, so we have thought it expedient to make means
for diem in this wise unto you, which we eftsoons pray you to
consider, for otherwise we shall be enforced of honour to provide
that they be not oppressed, and to relieve them in such wise as
we may conveniendy.   And thus requiring your answer herein
by this bearer Richmond, one of our heralds, we commit you